
A Christmas song is probably the last music you want to hear right now.  The real cause of Christmas joy, 
the Incarnation, is the greatest of all gifts.  Yet, looking at the world around us, it seems like most people 
happily pack this truth away with their Christmas lights and ornaments as soon as the calendar turns to 
January.   We start thinking about a better tomorrow, personal goals, self-improvement.   What am I 
going to do for me?  Sadly, we often forget that the question we really need to be considering is: what 
am I going to do for God?  He has just given us the greatest gift ever.  How are we going to respond?   

The stories contained in the last few Sundays’ gospels present examples of how we can respond.  Mary, 
John the Baptist, the Magi, and the disciples all offer good examples of how to say “yes” and accept 
God’s invitation to partake in his very life.  It’s not easy to follow these examples, but when I reflect on 
my own journey, I can see elements of all these stories at various times.    

Let’s start with the familiar story of the Magi who saw the star in the east and had an “A ha!” moment.  
They acknowledge God’s revelation even though they were not Jewish.  They respond by embarking on 
a journey without knowing how far or how long they would travel.  Their goal is to offer Christ their 
extraordinary gifts.  They persevere.  Upon arrival, they lie prostrate, giving Christ the most valuable gift 
of the lot—themselves.   These men of wealth and power submit themselves completely to the King of 
Kings.    Their “A ha” moment does not fade but turns into an indelible “yes.”   

The response of Herod in that same gospel passage is quite different.  Outwardly, Herod appears to 
share in the Magi’s excitement, joining in the “A ha!” moment that has brought them here.  But, in his 
mind and heart, Herod is shouting “Oh, no!”  This new king is a threat to his wealth and power.  He 
might have to change or do something that might be uncomfortable or unpopular.  Instead of humbling 
himself and submitting to the Messiah, Herod instead tries to kill him and make any obstacles to his own 
selfish desires disappear.  Herod says “no.”  No change.  No discomfort.  No loss of wealth or power.   
And, for Herod, no Kingdom of God.   

Completely opposite Herod’s response is Mary’s perfect response of faith.  What Mary signed up for was 
not a cake walk though!   Consider the human reality of the situation for a minute.   Society at that time 
would not have looked favorably upon an unmarried, pregnant, teenage girl.   She typically would have 
been stoned to death.   Mary must have known this, and she says “yes” anyway.   

Mary, too, does not fully know where or when her journey is going to end.  She travels through many 
difficulties: travelling by donkey through the desert while nine months pregnant; being sent to “give 
birth” in a stable amongst animals; helplessly watching her son suffer and die a cruel and painful death.  
Think for a few minutes, especially if you are a parent. How would you feel if any of those things 
happened to you?  Life was uncomfortable and painful even for Mary. 

Mary’s nephew, John the Baptist, knew who Jesus was while he was still in his mother’s womb.  A 
miracle himself, John responds by going out into the desert to carry out the mission God has intended 
for him.  John lived an uncomfortable life, but never wavered from delivering the challenging message of 
repentance.  Yet, secure as he was in the mission God entrusted to him, John remarks in the gospel 
narrative from Matthew that Jesus should be baptizing him.  Aware of his own sinfulness, of his need for 
redemption, John feels unworthy to do what God asks of him.   Despite this unworthiness, John 
ultimately listens to Jesus, and carries out God’s will by baptizing him.    



Now, this Sunday, Jesus first calls his disciples.  Put yourself in their shoes for a minute.  You’re a poor 
and uneducated fisherman.  A stranger from a backwater town asks you to come with him to heal the 
sick, expel demons, and build a family of believers which will grow to have more members than there 
were inhabitants of the earth at that time.   If I were standing on that seashore, I would likely have 
thought of Jesus exactly as C.S. Lewis said of him: “Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a 
madman or something worse.”  Yet, the disciple’s response is to leave everything behind to follow Jesus.     
Like the Magi they didn’t know where they were going or how long it was going to take.  They simply 
followed the Morning Star which never sets.  They spent life away from their families relying largely on 
the goodwill of others for food and shelter.  Imagine the stares and ridicules as they entered a new 
town.  These are not the “popular kids” from high school.  No.  This is that group of students who were 
left out from a lot of things because they were “weird.”   Life was not comfortable for them either.   

When in your prayer life have you started to do something differently only to have an apparent lack of 
time cause you to put it aside?  When have you felt the judgement of others around you because you 
have decided to commitment yourself to serving someone society sees as a lunatic?  Have you ever felt 
called to do something for God but refuse because you can’t possibly be worthy enough for this 
important mission?  Do the difficulties associated with responding to Jesus make you think twice about 
saying “yes” to God? 

I’ve been there.  Considering my calling to the diaconate alone, it took 4 years of God calling me before I 
said “yes.”   My excitement lasted about as long as Herod’s after my big “A ha” moment.  I considered all 
the implications of saying yes and dragged my feet for 7 months, almost missing the application 
deadline.  I found every excuse in the book:  time, job, family.  Surely, I could never be worthy enough of 
such a calling?  What are my friends going to think?  What about my co-workers?  Life is pretty good 
right now; I don’t want that to change.   

Now, look at what happened to our exemplary followers of Jesus who said “yes.”  First, consider who 
they were when God called them, then consider who they became and what they gained after saying 
“yes.”  This group of unlikely, raw and simple strangers became some of the greatest saints the Church 
has ever known!  They gained an everlasting joy infinitely greater than the joy we experience on earth at 
Christmas!  Forget making Christmas joy last all year.  For them, it lasts all eternity!  But, it was not 
smooth sailing for any one of them.  It will not be smooth sailing for us.   We are not alone.  Jesus walks 
with us.  He has experienced the same obstacles and suffering that you and I will encounter on our 
journey.     

We’ve had our “A ha!” moment.  Jesus, the Son of God, is calling us to follow him.  To be part of 
something bigger.  Something better.  Each in our own way.  It’s going to be difficult.  But I want more of 
that Christmas joy, so my response is “yes.”  What do you say?  Are you coming too? 


